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1

Warm-up
Do you have a proﬁle on Facebook or other social networking websites? What kind of pictures do
you post?

2

Check out my photos
Listen to Kate talking about her Facebook proﬁle pictures. Write 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 or 6 under each photo.
Audio

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
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3

Phrases
Match the words to form phrases from the recordings.

4

1. try on

a.

a hat

2. run

b. along the beach

3. prepare

c.

4. keep

d. a salad

5. take

e.

a photo

ﬁt

Past continuous
Look at the sentence from the recordings and answer the questions below.
My friend John took this photo while I was trying on a hat.
1.

When did Kate start to try on the hat? Before or after John took the photo?

2.

When did Kate ﬁnish trying on the hat? Before or after John took the photo?

Now study the information in the box and complete the sentences from the recordings on the next
page.

We use the past continuous (I was trying) when we talk about an action in progress at
a speciﬁc time in the past. We use the simple past (took) when we talk about a ﬁnished
action in the past.
To form the past continuous, we use was/were + -ing.
The past continuous of work:
aﬃrmative forms

negative forms

questions

I was working

I wasn’t working

Was I working?

You were working

You weren’t working

Were you working?

He/she/it was working

He/she/it wasn’t working

Was he/she/it working?

We were working

We weren’t working

Were we working?

You were working

You weren’t working

Were you working?

They were working

They weren’t working

Were they working?

Short answers
Yes, I was. / Yes, you were. / Yes, he was ...
No, I wasn’t. / No, you weren’t. / No, he wasn’t ...
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drink
1.

eat

prepare

run

My roommate took this photo when I

try (x2)

watch

a really funny YouTube video. I

a delicious salad at the same time.
2.

My friend John took this photo when I

3.

My roommate took this photo while I

a fresh orange juice in Café Claire.
a salad. She thought it was very funny to

see me cook.
4.

When my sister took this picture, I

5.

My friend Paul took this photo when I

to study. But I couldn’t concentrate.
along the beach. I

to keep

ﬁt.
Listen again to check your answers.

5

Practice
Complete the sentences below with the past continuous forms of the verbs below.
drive

eat

listen

live

shine

sleep

speak

watch

win

work

1.

Paul

TV when I called.

2.

I

3.

When I saw you, you

4.

While I

5.

James wasn’t at home when I called him. He

6.

Spain

7.

I didn’t understand them. They

8.

I didn’t hear you come in last night because I

9.

When I left for work this morning, the sun

to some music when he arrived.
your new car.
breakfast, the phone rang.
at the oﬃce.

the soccer match when I turned on the TV.

10. I met them when they

Japanese.
.
.

in Italy.

FOOOOTERRIGHT Learn without forgetting!

Scan the QR at the top of Page 1 to review the lesson flashcards with Expemo.
© Linguahouse.com. Photocopiable and licensed for use in Mahmoud Allouch's lessons.

3/4

HEAAADERLOGORIGHT
PRE-INTERMEDIATE (A2-B1)
PHOTO STORY

6

Speaking
Look at this description of picture 6 from Ex 2: When her sister took this photo, she was trying to study.
Describe the photos below in the same way. Use the following phrases in their correct form.
read in the park
drink a coﬀee

sing in the bath
send a text

listen to music
hike in the mountains

Alternative exercise: Talk about your own photos with your partner!
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Transcripts
2.

Check out my photos

1: My friend John took this photo while I was trying on a hat.
2: My roommate took this photo when I was watching a really funny YouTube video. I was eating a
delicious salad at the same time.
3: My friend John took this photo when I was drinking a fresh orange juice in Café Claire.
4: My roommate took this photo while I was preparing a salad. She thought it was very funny to see
me cook.
5: When my sister took this picture, I was trying to study. But I couldn’t concentrate.
6: My friend Paul took this photo when I was running along the beach. I was trying to keep ﬁt.
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Key
2.

Check out my photos
Play the audio ﬁle or scan the QR code with your mobile device. Students can work individually and check in pairs.
1. 4

3.

2. 3

3. 1

4. 2

5. 6

6. 5

Phrases
1. a

2. b

3. d

4. e

5. c

Practise the phrases by asking the students questions, e.g. ‘Do you keep ﬁt?’, ‘Do you always take photos on
holiday?’, ‘Do you sometimes go running? Where do you run?’ etc.

4.

Past continuous
1. was watching; was eating
2. was drinking
3. was preparing
4. was trying
5. was running; was trying

5.

Practice
1. was watching
2. was listening
3. were driving
4. was eating
5. was working
6. was winning
7. were speaking
8. was sleeping
9. was shining
10. were living

6.

Speaking
Students describe the pictures to each other in pairs. Alternatively, if your students are smartphone users or have
laptops with them, have them describe their own Facebook proﬁle pictures to each other. Model the activity with
a strong student.
1. When her sister took this photo, she was reading in the park.
2. When her sister took this photo, she was hiking in the mountains.
3. When her sister took this photo, she was listening to music.
4. When her sister took this photo, she was sending a text.
5. When her sister took this photo, she was drinking a coﬀee.
6. When her sister took this photo, she was singing in the bath.
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